
A museum as recognized by the Oklahoma Museums Association, is defined as an 

organization which uses a professional staff or the equivalent, whether paid or unpaid, 

that is primarily engaged in the acquisition, care and exhibition to the public of objects or 

interactive displays/exhibits owned or used by the institution. Further, a museum is 

understood to possess a variety of the following characteristics: 1) is organized on a 

permanent or regular basis for essentially educational and/or aesthetic purposes; 2) owns 

or uses tangible objects, either animate or inanimate; 3) cares for these objects; and 4) 

exhibits these objects to the general public on a regular basis at or in a facility which it 

owns or operates; 5) provides educational and cultural programming. 
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